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which this dissension gave his father's cause; and he cunningly set to work
to break the power of the oligarchy. In October 1259 at a court held at West-
minster in celebration of the festival of Edward Confessor a deputation of
" the Bachelorhood of England " waited upon the prince. They informed him
that the country was ill-pleased at the failure of the barons to carry out their
promises, and hinted that if they did not do so the Commons would find
means of redressing the grievances of the nation. Edward graciously in-
formed them that he would champion the rights of the Commons, and laid
the deputation's observations before the Council of Fifteen. Thereupon the
barons gave way, and adopted the Provisions of Westminster which limited
TDaronial jurisdictions.

Henry completely failed to understand his son's methods of dealing with
the baronial opposition; and encouraged by Gloucester who was playing a
double game he suspected that Edward wished to secure his abdication. In
1260 the king boldly shut himself in the Tower, and refused to see either his
son or those barons who accepted the reforms. With some difficulty the prince
made his peace; this necessitated a break with Earl Simon whom he had
supported against the more reactionery barons* In the following year Henry
secured a papal dispensation permitting him to cancel the reforms: he col-
lected mercenaries, and announced that he was free to choose his own ministers.
Both parties thereupon appealed to the country: the barons summoned three
Toiights from every shire to St Albans to confer with them; and the king
took a similar step, ordering the barons to meet him at Windsor. 4At
Gloucester's suggestion the barons agreed to a compromise: the Provisions
were to be revised. Earl Simon, however, refused to accept this decision,
and left the country.' On 2nd May 1262, therefore, Henry revoked the
reforms.

On Gloucester's death in July Earl Simon returned, and at a council
held in the autumn, when Henry was out of the kingdom, he put his views before
the barons. In the following spring they invited him to be their leader.
Earl Simon struck swiftly against the king's friends, and in July Henry came
to terms. All aliens who still remained in the kingdom were to be banished ;
-royal castles were to be garrisoned by the baronial party, the Provisions were
to be observed without modification. Many believed that the king had been
too harshly dealt with, and the country was reminded that the very man who
liad brought about his humiliation was himself a foreigner. By the end of the
year the king's party had gained considerably in strength: to avoid an out-
break of civil war Earl Simon agreed to the royalist suggestion that all
questions in dispute, including the Provisions, should be referred to the
arbitration ol Louis IX. of France.

The result was theMise of Amiens which was communicated to the English